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Science Scholarships Awarded to 
African Orphans
Galveston, Texas, USA – Five orphan girls with a high aptitude for science and math have received scholarships from African Childrens Haven to attend secondary school in Tanzania. 
It costs $1,000 per year to send a girl to secondary school. It’s a good investment, but one that’s largely out of reach for the majority of Tanzanian children.
The Carole Cole Scholarship Program pays school fees and provides guidance from volunteer mentors drawn from Tanzania’s science community.  The project was launched on January 23, 2010 and will run for an initial period of three years.
This year’s scholarship winners include Mariana Ndunguru, Winfrida Mrema, Prisca William, Evarista Nyoni, and Maria Felix. All five teenage girls are students at the Bethsaida Girls Secondary School for Orphan Girls outside of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania’s capital. The school is the only all-girls secondary boarding school in Tanzania devoted to educating and caring for orphans.

The scholarship program honors the late Carole Cole, an actress and artist well-known for her work in movies, television and the visual arts.  

 “During the last years of her life, Carole followed the development of African Childrens Haven, especially our plans for science education in Tanzania,” says Linda Ercole-Musso. 

Ercole-Musso chairs the African Childrens Haven board and was a close friend.

“In September 2009, our board named its science scholarship program to honor Carole’s great compassion and charity,” Ercole-Musso adds.   

Girls Education: An Investment in Africa’s Future

Studies show that educating African girls provides a pathway out of poverty that benefits not only their families, but their communities.  In Tanzania, primary education is free, but many barriers prevent girls from benefitting. These include early marriage, unwanted pregnancy and high rates of HIV/AIDS. Infection rates for Tanzanian girls are reportedly six times higher than they are for boys. 

The scholarship program was organized by Dr. Aichi Kitalyi, one of Tanzania’s leading agricultural scientists. 

“Our intention is to provide girls who have shown a talent for math and science with the opportunity to go to a four-year secondary school and put them on a track that will lead to careers in science,” says Kitalyi.   
“Tanzania sorely needs scientists to grow its economy and address challenging social and environmental issues, especially AIDS and global climate change,” Kitalyi adds.

In addition to scholarship support, the girls will be provided with volunteer mentors to aid them in their studies.  

Mentors – in addition to Kitalyi – include Ruth Minja of the Tanzanian Ministry of Agriculture, Mboka Mwanitu Massawe of the Tanzania Dairy Association and university student Mary Marandus, an agricultural economist with the Cooperative Development Bank of Tanzania.
“My expectation is that by working through this small pilot project, we can begin the process of expanding the availability of competent female researchers able to contribute to African science,” Kitalyi says. 

“If we are successful, as I believe we will be, a greater number of African women from diverse backgrounds can begin taking their rightful place in combating the challenges of poverty and climate change and bring to the table new and important perspectives on these issues.”
Funding for the project is provided by the Wembly Fund, a U.S. organization that supports child welfare projects in Africa, the Gautama Foundation of Houston Texas, Guidepoint Media, and the following individuals: Jerry and Winkie Mohn of Galveston, Texas, Houstonians Jan Avery and Tommy Gaut, Sara Lustigman of New York City and Rebecca Nelson of Ithaca, New York.

African Childrens Haven supports grassroots projects that help children – especially orphans and kids living in extreme poverty – lead healthier, more productive lives.                                       -0-
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